
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for an Interdisciplinary 

Lighthouse Project   

 

 

Introduction 

 

The UvA Data Science Centre (DSC) seeks to accelerate data driven research within the University 

of Amsterdam. Part of that mission is to foster interdisciplinary research where new data science 

methods are developed to address the most challenging research problems.  

 

To achieve those goals, the aim of this call is to identify a single lighthouse project1 bringing 

together our university’s talent to address a key research challenge under one of the four themes of 

the university that requires the advancement of data science methods:2 

• Responsible digital transformations 

• Fair and resilient societies 

• Sustainable prosperity  

• Healthy future 

 

The aim of this project is develop a critical mass of world class research addressing this challenge 

and make significant progress leading to breakthroughs, demonstrable and highly visible examples, 

and a foundation for subsequent applications to external funding sources. The envisioned project will 

require interdisciplinary cooperation and bold advances in data science methods to meet its goals. 

 

Support 

In-line with the ambitious nature of the project, the university will provide significant investment in 

the project. Specifically, the DSC will support up to 7 PhD full-funded positions. In addition, given 

that the project will be hosted by the DSC, the project will receive community management, 

communication and training support. The project should adopt the lab model in use throughout the 

university.   

 

For more background about the DSC, visit our website: www.dsc.uva.nl/  

 

Online information session (via Zoom) 

11:30 – 12:30 CET, Friday 27 January 2023 

 

Zoom meeting URL: https://uva-live.zoom.us/j/86774293675  

Meeting ID: 867 7429 3675 

 

Deadline:  

17:00 CET, Monday 27 March 2023  

 

How to apply:  

Please fill out the following form and return as a pdf to dsc@uva.nl. The subject line of the email 

should be: DSC 2023 Interdisciplinary PhD proposal.  

 

Questions about call or application process? Email dsc@uva.nl.  

 

 
1 An external example of the kinds of project we would imagine being funded would be Opportunity Insights 

(https://opportunityinsights.org) from Harvard, which uses data science to help address inequality 
2 https://www.uva.nl/en/about-the-uva/about-the-university/strategy/theme-based-collaboration/theme-based-cooperation.html 
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Contact Information 

Applicant(s): 

Please list the name, title, position, email address of the project applicants. Specifically, 

 

Lead Principal Investigator: 

Co Principal Investigators: 

 

Supporting applicants: 

 

Proposal 

Keywords 

List 5 keywords for the proposal 

 

Research Narrative (max 1000 words) 

Please describe the project.  

Questions to reflect on: How does the project address the identified societal challenge? What is the 

methodological challenge from a data science view? What is challenge in the various domains? How 

do these interrelate? What is exciting about this research? How is this project unique within the UvA 

and internationally? How bold is this project? Please include a diagram of the organization of the 

project. 

 

Interdisciplinarity and Cohort formation 

How does the interdisciplinarity of the project contribute to the research goals? What is the added 

value of the team? How does being together help the PhD Students?  

 

Diversity (max 250 words) 

How will the project contribute to a diverse data science community? 

 

Junior Faculty (max 250 words) 

How does your proposal engage junior faculty? 

  

Work with DSC (250 words) 

How would embedding with the DSC enhance the research proposal?   

 

Outcomes 

What are the potential research outcomes (papers, software, datasets, websites, etc)? What are the 

potential  outcomes in terms of external acquisition? What kinds of outreach or public facing 

outcomes do you want to achieve? 

 

External Matching 

Are you able to obtain external matching for this project? If so, how many additional FTEs would 

this provide? Is this matching confirmed? 

 

References 

List references cited in the proposal. 

 

Appendix 

 

Evaluation  

The evaluation considers the following: 

- alignment with the societal challenge,  

- innovation of data science methods,  
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- engagement of junior faculty, 

- approach to diversity, 

- uniqueness of the project both within the UvA and internationally,  

- incorporation of every faculty, 

- external matching, 

- boldness, 

- potential for external presence, 

- cohesiveness of the project. 


